Intermediate Student (grades 3, 4, 5) Checklist: Your written work will be considered for publication when you and your adult mentor have made sure that your work completely meets the criteria on the chart below.
	TRAIT
	DESCRIPTION
	Initial when complete

	
	student
	adult

	Content and Ideas
	My writing tells a story of interest to my readers.
	
	

	
	My text only provides important details that explain or describe my characters, plot and setting.
	
	

	
	I include enough detail so my readers can “see” with their minds what I wrote about and so they understand the story.
	
	

	Organization 
	My beginning will hook the readers.
	
	

	
	My details are in a sequence, order, which will make sense to the readers.
	
	

	
	Transitions make my writing flow smoothly from one idea to the next.
	
	

	
	My story has a satisfying conclusion
	
	

	Voice
	My voice is appropriate for my audience and my story.
	
	

	
	My writing sounds as if I “care about the characters, plot and setting.”
	
	

	
	My readers can almost “hear” me speaking to them because I use words and phrases that reveal my personality and attitude toward my characters, plot and setting.
	
	

	Word Choice 
	I use the right words at the right time.
	
	

	
	I use some bold phrases or words that will “strike” the reader.
	
	

	Sentence fluency
	My writing has a variety of sentences that begin in different ways.
	
	

	
	My writing is easy to read with a smooth flow and “sounds good” to the ear as it is read aloud.
	
	

	Conventions
	My work is typed in Comic Sans MS 12.
	
	

	
	My paragraphs are indented when a new idea or dialogue begins.
	
	

	
	I have no errors in spelling.
	
	

	
	I have no errors in ending punctuation.
	
	

	
	I have no errors in capitalization (beginning sentence, proper nouns)
	
	

	
	I have no errors in grammar.
	
	


