Middle Student (grades 6, 7, 8) Checklist: Your written work will be considered for publication when you and your adult mentor have made sure that your work completely meets the criteria on the chart below.
	TRAIT
	DESCRIPTION
	Initial when complete

	
	student
	adult

	Content and Ideas
	I have a clear theme and maintain that focus throughout.
	
	

	
	I present clear, relevant, interesting, and entertaining details to develop my characters, plot and setting. 
	
	

	
	My thorough elaboration shows quality details over quantity.
	
	

	
	I provide relevant background information that contributes to the whole.
	
	

	
	I use anecdotes, dialogue, action, figurative language, examples and descriptions effectively.
	
	

	
	I provide insightful and thorough analysis that is clear and well integrated into my writing.
	
	

	Organization
	My structure suits my audience and purpose in a manner engaging to my audience.
	
	

	
	My introduction effectively hooks the readers immediately and keeps their attention. 
	
	

	
	My paragraphs develop a coherent, logical progression of ideas.
	
	

	
	My transitions effectively move my readers from idea to idea.
	
	

	
	I have a a conclusion that effectively concludes my plot.
	
	

	Voice
	I clearly established a connection with my readers and they can sense the person behind the words.
	
	

	
	My readers can “hear” me speaking to them because I use words and phrases that reveal my personality and attitude.
	
	

	
	I use a tone and voice that is appropriate for my audience and purpose and I maintain that voice throughout my writing.
	
	

	Word Choice 
	My words are colorful, vital, and brisk. You won’t find overdone, vague, or flowery language
	
	

	
	I used powerful, striking words and phrases to enhance my meaning, engage my readers. --and linger in my readers’ minds. Some of the words and phrases are so vivid that the reader won’t be able to forget them.
	
	

	
	My verbs are energetic, brisk and snappy!
	
	

	Sentence fluency
	I use varied sentence beginnings, varied sentence structure and varied sentence length.
	
	

	
	My writing has a natural flow and is easy to read aloud.
	
	

	Conventions
	My writing is typed in Comic Sans MS 12.
	
	

	
	I apply the rules of proper writing. I use correct capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and paragraph form with 100% accuracy. I made no spelling errors
	
	

	
	Paragraphs are indented when a new idea begins or during dialogue with each speaker.
	
	


