Primary Student (grades K, 1, 2) Checklist: Your written work will be considered for publication when you and your adult mentor have made sure that your work completely meets the criteria on the chart below.
	TRAIT
	DESCRIPTION
	Initial when complete

	
	student
	adult

	Content and Ideas
	My subject is clear to my readers.
	
	

	
	All of my details explain or describe my subject.
	
	

	
	I have only important and correct information.
	
	

	Organization 
	First, I introduced the subject to my readers.
	
	

	
	Next I give details in an order that will make sense to my readers.
	
	

	
	I included enough detail so my readers can “see” with their minds what I wrote about.
	
	

	
	Last, my writing ends with a conclusion.
	
	

	Sentence fluency
	My sentences begin in different ways.
	
	

	
	My thinking moves from sentence to sentence smoothly.
	
	

	
	My writing is easy to read smoothly. 
	
	

	
	My writing “sounds good” to the ear as it is read aloud.
	
	

	Voice
	My voice is appropriate for my audience and my purpose.
	
	

	
	I sound as if I “care about the subject.”
	
	

	
	My readers can almost “hear” me speaking because I use words that show how I feel about my subject.
	
	

	Word Choice 
	I use the right words at the right time.
	
	

	
	I use colorful nouns and lively verbs that draw pictures in my readers’ minds.
	
	

	Conventions
	My writing is legible.
	
	

	
	My paragraphs are indented when a new idea begins.
	
	

	
	I made no errors in spelling.
	
	

	
	I made no errors in ending punctuation.
	
	

	
	I made no errors in capitalization (beginning sentence, proper nouns)
	
	

	
	I made no errors in grammar.
	
	


